
INA § 241, 8 U.S.C. § 1230 Detention and Removal of Aliens Ordered Removed 

(a) Detention, release, and removal of aliens ordered removed 

(1) Removal period 

(A) In general—Except as otherwise provided in this section, when an alien is ordered 
removed, the Attorney General shall remove the alien from the United States within a 
period of 90 days (in this section referred to as the "removal period"). 

(B) Beginning of period—The removal period begins on the latest of the following: 

(i) The date the order of removal becomes administratively final. 

(ii) If the removal order is judicially reviewed and if a court orders a 
stay of the removal of the alien, the date of the court's final order. 

(iii) If the alien is detained or confined (except under an immigration 
process), the date the alien is released from detention or confinement. 

(C) Suspension of period—The removal period shall be extended beyond a period of 90 
days and the alien may remain in detention during such extended period if the alien 
fails or refuses to make timely application in good faith for travel or other documents 
necessary to the alien's departure or conspires or acts to prevent the alien's removal 
subject to an order of removal. 

(2) Detention 

During the removal period, the Attorney General shall detain the alien. Under no circumstance during 
the removal period shall the Attorney General release an alien who has been found inadmissible under  
section 212(a)(2) or 212(a)(3)(B) or deportable under section 237(a)(2) or 237(a)(4)(B). 

(3) Supervision after 90-day period 

If the alien does not leave or is not removed within the removal period, the alien, pending removal, 
shall be subject to supervision under regulations prescribed by the Attorney General. The regulations 
shall include provisions requiring the alien— 

(A) to appear before an immigration officer periodically for identification; 

(B) to submit, if necessary, to a medical and psychiatric examination at the expense of 
the United States Government; 

(C) to give information under oath about the alien's nationality, circumstances, habits, 
associations, and activities, and other information the Attorney General considers 
appropriate; and 

(D) to obey reasonable written restrictions on the alien's conduct or activities that the 
Attorney General prescribes for the alien. 

(4) Aliens imprisoned, arrested, or on parole, supervised release, or probation 

(A) In general—Except as provided in section 343(a) of the Public Health Service Act 
(42 U.S.C. 259(a)) and paragraph (2), the Attorney General may not remove an alien 



who is sentenced to imprisonment until the alien is released from imprisonment. 
Parole, supervised release, probation, or possibility of arrest or further imprisonment 
is not a reason to defer removal. 

(B) Exception for removal of nonviolent offenders prior to completion of sentence of 
imprisonment—The Attorney General is authorized to remove an alien in accordance 
with applicable procedures under this chapter before the alien has completed a 
sentence of imprisonment 

(i) in the case of an alien in the custody of the Attorney General, if the 
Attorney General determines that (I) the alien is confined pursuant to 
a final conviction for a nonviolent offense (other than an offense 
related to smuggling or harboring of aliens or an offense described in 
section 101(a)(43)(B), (C), (E), (I), or (L) [sic] and (II) the removal of 
the alien is appropriate and in the best interest of the United States; 
or 

(ii) in the case of an alien in the custody of a State (or a political 
subdivision of a State), if the chief State official exercising authority 
with respect to the incarceration of the alien determines that (I) the 
alien is confined pursuant to a final conviction for a nonviolent offense 
(other than an offense described in section 101(a)(43)(C) or (E) of this 
title), (II) the removal is appropriate and in the best interest of the 
State, and (III) submits a written request to the Attorney General that 
such alien be so removed. 

(C) Notice 

Any alien removed pursuant to this paragraph shall be notified of the penalties under the laws of the 
United States relating to the reentry of deported aliens, particularly the expanded penalties for aliens 
removed under subparagraph (B). 

(D) No private right 

No cause or claim may be asserted under this paragraph against any official of the United States or of 
any State to compel the release, removal, or consideration for release or removal of any alien. 

(5) Reinstatement of removal orders against aliens illegally reentering 

If the Attorney General finds that an alien has reentered the United States illegally after having been 
removed or having departed voluntarily, under an order of removal, the prior order of removal is 
reinstated from its original date and is not subject to being reopened or reviewed, the alien is not 
eligible and may not apply for any relief under this chapter, and the alien shall be removed under the 
prior order at any time after the reentry. 

(6) Inadmissible or criminal aliens 

An alien ordered removed who is inadmissible under section 212, removable under section 
237(a)(1)(C), 237(a)(2), or 237(a)(4) or who has been determined by the Attorney General to be a 
risk to the community or unlikely to comply with the order of removal, may be detained beyond the 
removal period and, if released, shall be subject to the terms of supervision in paragraph (3). 

*** 


